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Fear Love and Awe in the Service of Hashem MiPeninei Noam Elimelech
Parshas Toldos

Fear Love and Awe In the Service of Hashem

MiPeninel Noam Ellmelech pp. 73-74 Parshas Toldos

These are the offspring of Yitzchak the son of Avraham; Avraham gave birth to Yitzchak,

"We can explain this vercse by first explaining the pasuk "And Yitzchak planted...and he found one hundred
blessings... [literally ;measures; or 'gates’], We can say that this alludes to the idea that the mission of the
righteous Tzaddik must always bwe fo elevale the Shechinah, the Divine presence which is represented by the
final letter heiin the faur Jatter Name of Hashem. We derive this from Rashi’s commentary of thig verse: "this
estimation was for ma‘aser, tithing, " Rashi is hinting at what we previously explained, that Yitzchak measured
himself as one measures ma'aser, which in this case means terumah, for the verse calls ma‘aer "terumah”,
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The tikunel Zohar explains that the rour fetter Name of Hashem = yud k vav k Is Tractured In our exire,
and the final hel which represents the divine aspect of malchus, Kingship and the divine presence
callad the Shechina, Is in exlfa. Our mission In exlle Is to reunite the Holy name and restore Hashem's
kingship, thus uplifting the final hal to s proper place,

The primary divine service Is performed with awe and love; this, too, Is alluded to In the word teruman which
can be broken up to read, trel mimeah, two from among one hundred. A jew ls obligated to reclte one
hundred blessings dally with the two attributes of love and awe. For a tzaddik this Is considered planting
seeds because through these two attributes, awe and love, a great spirltual light Is planted. This Is the hidden
meaning of the verse ohr Zarua latzaddlk - a light Is planted by the tzaddlk. Through this planting we find
meah shearlm, one hundred gates, with each blessing that the tzaddik makes, he opens one of the hundred
heavenly gates In the upper worlds. These gates are called one hundred blessings, that Is, breichos, pools
and wellsprings from which the divine influx of blessing flows (blessings has the same root as wellsprings. )
this then Is the meaning of the verse Yitzchak planted with love and awe and he found one hundred gates of
plessing.

It Is taught that fear of Heaven precedes divine love In the service of Hashem, because the feelings of love
arow from the Initial fear of punlshment. There Is, howeavear, a higher level of awe, which devealops from the
love, This Is Impliad In our verse, "These are the offspring of Yitzchak ben Avraham. Yitzchak Is the orlgin of
Avraham, who represents fove. In this way, ben Avraham Is read to mean that Avraham Is the ben, or the son
of Yitzchak, who represents ylrah, Implying that love ls born of fear.

The verse continues: Avraham gave birth fo Yitzchak., This refers to the higher level fear or awe which is in
turn born from love. This is hinted at in Rashi's comment that toldos, offspring, refers to Yaakov and Esay,
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who are mentioned later in the parashah,

The practical outcome of all this Is that It Is Yaakov and Esau, Yaakov referring to rachamim, mercy and Esav
to din, strict justica. Sarving Hashem wilth awe and love awakens mercy and breaks the harsh derrees of

ludgmant.

For us llving In 5774, the task becomes to take what the Noam Ellmelech refers to regarding the exlled lower
hel from Hashem’s Name and elevate It;
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Shechina, is in exile. Qur mission in exile is to reunife the Holy name and restore Hashem's kingship, thus
uplifting the final hei fo its proper place,

The reallty for us to understand Is that by nature, being In this world In a body means that we are In a
constant reallty of being fallen. When we glve Inte our nature, It |1s hardly a surprise to us, In fact, It seems
llke who we are. The strength that we can take from Toldos Is that when we choose to pull back our
garment, right thera with our fallen nature Is malchus and It Is completely within our power and sklll group
to choose to reunite the f

Shechina In exlle with Its Source, the malchus of shemaylm of which we have a glancing reflectlon In this
world.

Let us be empowered to see our falllngs NOT as fallures but as a constant slgn of the work Hashem places us
here to do, from a continulng state of falling, so that we lovingly pull back aur nature with awe - with real
trepldation of losing the pleasure for which we are created - and experlence the joy of the reunlification of
the lower hal,

We can do It! This Is the role of nlshmas Am Ylsrael! And may we see a new light In the world for our
efforts.
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