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Rosh Chodesh Shevat - anniversary of the origiinal plague of hail

The 7t plague, the plague of hall, began on Rosh Chodesh Shevat. Rav Moshe Wolfsan In his shlur on
Vaera describes why Pharoah came runnlng for Meshe to stop the plague saylng that Hasham |s good and he
Is evll. The plague Involved two aspects of nature, the Ice made of water and the flre Inslde. Because of
this, the hall brought tremendous awareness of the kingdom of Hashem and His Omnlpotence. Had all the
hall that had baan craatad fallan, tha malchus shamaylm In tha world would hava baan complata and
Moshlach would have emerged. Instead, Pharoah asked Moshe to stop the plague and In keeping with the
purposes of Hashem to take us out of Mitzraylm, Moshe goes outside the clty to daven to Hashem. Rav
Wolfeon explalns that there was too much ldol warshlp In the clty for Moshe to daven the full prayer ha
wished to. Part of what Moshe davened for was In awareness of the challenges In emunah that would face
our people before Moshlach arrlves and on behalf of that generation, Moshe beseeches Hashem to suspend
the hall rather than bring It up to shemaylm, so that It could be brought to bring malchus shemaylm at the
end of days.

The water In the form of Ice, a hard cold rock, contalned a flre that destroyed everything In the crops and
llvestock outslde, The elements of water and flre In the Torah correspond as water for Torah or chesed and
flre as galva, arrogance, fear, misdirectad passion for Torah that bacause It Is misdirectad destroys
everything In sight. Flre can be the light of Torah that shines ohr to the world. The Patrlarch Avraham who
represents chesed, llkened to water and the Patrlarch Yltzchok who represents gevurah, llkened to awe of
Hasham and passlon for Torah wera taogathear at tha akalda. Tha marglng of thalr chasad and gavurah
through the akelda formed a molecule of emunah that permits us to experlence both love and fear of Hashem
at the same time. Flre In water.

The two kellpas we struggle to overcome are the kellpas of talva and galva, Talva are our deslres, our self
Indulgences, our attempts to glve kKindnesses to ourselves without [Imit. Water, or In this case, Ice. Galva Is

our self-Interest at any cost, our arrogance and fears, our passion directed to reach our goals that have
ourselves at the center without regard or empathy for another and which easlly ratlonallze violating one of
the commandments If "that |s what It takes.” Exploltation. Flre.

The hall of the plagues seems metaphorically In our dally llves today. Perhaps we are belng bombarded
wlth a plague of thought hall. Looking at the destruction that Is golng on In terms of famillles, off the derech
kids, divorces, agunas, and In general defenslveness and dlvislveness within our people, It sure feels llke a
plague of hall, But It can raln down malchus shemaylm IF we understand that we can Improve our vessel
and recelve the light even when belng bombarded by the plague of this thought hall. We can use the
passlon to warm the Ice and remember that the Source of all vitallty 1s Hashem, that what we think we deslire
to take for ourselves Is a lesser pleasure than the pleasure the Source of vitallty, Hashem can glve us, As
the Ice melts with trusting In Hashem, the water cools the raging destruction so that the passlon can once

agaln rise for Torah and rebulld co-exlstence of love and fear of Hashem, that emunah, that the akelda set
forth Tor us Tor all time.

The Northeast |s experlencing a bllzzard with exceptionally cold temperatures, Ice, May the warmth of our
passlon for Torah and love and fear of Hashem rise up In service that shines Into the world malchus
shemaylm and may the llght we create through love and fear of Hashem help us emit true chesed and

1/2/2014 7:33 b



Shuli Kleinman 4239405222 p.0z2
lourishment for the MNeshama: Rosh Chodesh Shevat — amiversary of the ... http://lvracha.com//2014/01/02/rosh-chodesh-shevat--amiversary-of-the-,

gevurah that wlll serve as a protection to all as we weather the storm.
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