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Monday, July 30, 2007
Tu B'Av - A romantic bond between Hashem and the Jewish People
Monday July 30 2007 is the 15th of Av…40 days before the First Day of Creation
Forty days before a baby is born, chazal tell us that theNeshama’s b’shert is chosen. Tu’ B’Av thus has a
romantic connotation of the love between Hashem and the Jewish people.
Below is an excerpt from the OU website on Tu B'av with additional information
Nowadays, on the Fifteenth of Av, we observe a partial holiday; we don't say
"Tachanun," a daily plea for Divine mercy, on the day itself, nor even in the
Afternoon Service of the day preceding the fifteenth, similar to a
full-scale holiday. Bride and groom also do not fast if the fifteenth is the day of
their marriage.
These customs commemorate many happy events which occurred at various times
over the history of the Jewish People. Some of these events were associated
with the Temple; in the present temporary absence of the Temple, the degree of
observance is (temporarily) somewhat diminished. A partial listing follows:
The last Mishnah in _Masechet_ (http://www.ou.org/about/judaism.htm#masechet)
Taanit says, "There were no holidays so joyous for the Jewish People as the
Fifteenth of Av and Yom HaKippurim, for on those days, daughters of
Yerushalayim would go out dressed in borrowed white clothing (so that they would all
look the same).
The King's daughters would borrow from those of the High Priest. Daughters of
the High Priest would borrow from the Assistant High Priest's daughters;
daughters of the Assistant would borrow from the daughters of the Priest
designated to lead the People in times of War, the Kohen Anointed for War's
daughters would borrow from the daughters of the Ordinary Priest. And the daughters
of the rest of the Jewish People would borrow from each other, so as not to
embarrass those who didn't have."
"And the daughters of Jerusalem would go out and dance in the vineyards
located on the outskirts of the city. And everyone who didn't have a wife would
go there."
"And what would they say?"
"Young man, lift up your eyes and choose wisely. Don't look only at physical
beauty - look rather at the family - 'For charm is false, and beauty is
vanity. A G-d - fearing woman is the one to be praised...' ("Mishlei"/Proverbs
31:30)"
This focus on women and on marriage in the celebration of the day is based on
two enactments which were made on the Fifteenth of Av, in favor of women:
The Torah tells us in Parshat Pinchas of the complaint to Moshe of the
daughters of one Tzelafchad regarding the seeming inequality in Jewish Law, in the
case where a man dies without sons, that his daughters seem to be bypassed
in the chain of inheritance with regard to acquiring property in the Land of
Israel .Hashem informs Moshe that the daughters should not be excluded in
favor of the sons, but that the daughters must be required to marry within their
tribe.
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This limitation on the marital prospects of Jewish woman was lifted once the
Jewish People actually were settled in Israel; and it was lifted on the
Fifteenth of Av.
Another case where a limitation on Jewish women was lifted on the Fifteenth
of Av came in the Period of the Judges, in the wake of a punishment directed
against the Tribe of Benjamin. The last chapters of the Book of Judges, which
deals with the period of time approximately 1395 B.C.E. (Before the Common
Era) - 1060 B.C.E.), the earliest period in the settlement of the Jewish People
in the Land of Israel, described in that Book as basically a period of weak
central control, when "there was not yet a king in Israel" (Shoftim 19:1),
and "a person would and could do whatever he wanted to do," tell the story.
An account is found there of the Tribe of Benjamin acting in accordance with
the description assigned it by the father Yaakov as a "wolf which tears its
prey" (Bereshit 49:7; this is certainly not a complete description of the
characteristics of that Tribe, because it was in their section of the Land of
Israel (along with the Tribe of Yehudah) where the Holy Temple would be built).
In any case, a man and a woman traveling in the area of Benjamin were taken
in as a neighborly gesture by an elderly man. The Binyaminites acted in a
manner indistinguishable from the manner in which the residents of Sodom greeted
the guests of Lot, (Bereshit 19:1-10) except that in this case, the victims
were defenseless human beings and not angels, with super- powers. In short,
the woman was abused and killed by the men of the Tribe of Benjamin.
The reaction of the other Tribes was to make Civil War against Benjamin, and
to enact that none of their daughters would be allowed to marry a man from
that tribe.

But the enactment which prohibited a Jewish girl from marrying a man from the
Tribe of Binyamin, like the earlier enactment against the orphan daughter of
a man who died without sons marrying outside her own tribe, was cancelled at
a later time, on the Fifteenth of Av
And from Hakhel.com on Tu BAv
TU B’AV
Today is the fifteenth day of Av, which was celebrated as a day of great Yom Tov in the times of the Beis
HaMikdosh. Because of one of the many great events that occurred on this day, Chazal instituted the brocha
of HaTov V’HaMativ--Who is good and does good. Indeed, Chazal teach that there were no days of Yom Tov
for Yisroel like the fifteenth day of Av and Yom HaKippurim. We refer you to Taanis 27B and Bava Basra
121A for further detail. In English, see _The Book of Our Heritage_ by Rabbi Eliyahu Kitov (Feldheim)
(Volume III, pages 1021-1034, or in some editions, pages 302-314) for a beautiful description of the events
of today.
The Gematria of “Hamisha Asur B’Av”--the fifteenth of Av--is equal to that of “Kasiva V’Chasima Tova.”
May the days of sadness we have seen over the last several weeks be converted, commencing today, into
days of great joy, and may we experience once again the great joy of Tu B’Av with the rebuilding of the Beis
HaMikdosh.
Special Note Two: In his remarkable new book, _To Live Among Friends: Laws and Ethics of Everyday
Interactions_ (Volume 2, page 800, Feldheim Publishers), Rabbi Dovid Castle, Shlita, provides the following
essential insight:
It is written in the Torah, and in the last Parasha of Keriyas Shema: “V’lo Sasuru …”--You should not stray
after your heart and after your eyes. Chazal explain: “The eye sees and the heart desires.” The Telzer Rosh
Yeshiva, HaRav Mordechai Gifter, Zt’l, commented that since the eye sees and the heart desires, the pasuk
should have said not to stray after your eyes and after your heart. Why did the Torah place your heart
before your eyes? He answers that, although it is true that the eye sees and the heart desires, it is equally
true that a person sees what his heart wants him to see.
Many people can look at the same thing, and each one will see something different. What a person sees
tells much about what he wants to see. Therefore, the Torah places the heart before the eyes.
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We should want to see the good in what another individual is doing. When we attain that basic level, which
is quite an accomplishment, we will see much good in most people, and will not see everything in a critical
and unfavorable light. Just as you focus first on your own good attributes, and only later do you face the
fact that you also have some faults, so, too, you should first notice the good attributes of others, and not
focus primarily on their faults.
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